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Excuse me Ms. Haywood
I don't want to be rude
put all my life decisions
have been made for me,
like when some PSychos
I decided to fly planes
into buildings in the
name of vengeance
L} ¥illing my parents.

—

S~

ve been running

.ay since you were

a had those families
orried sick. you have me
worried sick.

9. —

oh honey: I could—
understand how you
must feel about
your parents: but
we are here for

1'm here for

~

you.

/{

I don't have
anybody .

It's hard to
rémember my
parents faces
sometimes. :

Ms. Haywood;
do you have

Oh dear! Robert

I'm sorry honey.|

I didn't want
\upset you.

/

E;:'s dlright‘
MS . Hatwood.

I have &
pbrother,
and my father
is still alive.
Robert I know
where you're
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ranstHon and need Gl Hoe nfo: requed.

You don't like my \
jokes? I got some-

thing for you to
laugh at.

Where Are The Words?

Decisions stem from sensations.
You touch and remarber,
you smell ardd remermoer,

you hear and remaroer,

h = N

is is where

would pull outmsfglus

40. caliber Colt Pythons
blow his head off

this wili have to do.

you taste ard ramemosr,

you see ard renaner,

you yeam for nostalgia, you relish reflection.
You put it to words so it can be hearc.
You spread it on paper to savor.
Syllables feed the spirit.

Try to describe the caucsing rush.

The tickled core, the crave for nore.

Where are the words to explain why we do what we do?
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Kid, your sharp

and brave. If IT
w

Q't for you...

I'd probably be
dead like that

guy back there.
What's your name

Peterson }
obert Peterson.

el
i
i

Tl gy wdt, l.

IS

Governo do Estado do Rio de Janeiro
Secretaria de Estado de Educagio
Colégio Estadual Angenor de Oliveira — Cartola

Robert,
Cabby drive

whaE?

0 _olo Sendonia U

/).-uc..«@mh M,&M/La ch.?, LAda s

L

2 D1
T s A3 ol Ma

- - ”,—dﬁ L
2 i A

-2

Durn /2 11 BrnDAZL ’h@ o.nj'/,.,»a
P

o

Fodan”  on Iamml

J\/)Z. ¥ 2% %] Coninoa o
J 7

l?'ml’s 17750 /

Woomdto @ “Sedha PoTahue

L.

Q,{o oAs Z)amx;q.@ Y0 e movefo A 2017,

What d I

do people expect from me when they want to know if I've changed? I have
tried to understand, have tried to prove that I have changed, for them, through
performance which is intended to instill their faith in me. But through growth, I
have come to believe less and less that change is possible. Please allow me to
explain.

Reflect situations and cj‘.rcufnstances that are considered taboo. Change must
then be dynamic, am I correct? Change must not only tread many paths, it must
intersect as well as overlap if relapse teeters on the fine line of decisionms. So I
ask again, what does change consider when regarding expectation and behavior?
Should we all change for the better, and then remain the same? Do we allow
spiritual stagnation for the cause of some perceived good? Must we practice
mechanical righteousness to widen the gap between us ‘and them? Or will we be
objectifying ourselves for the sake of civility? There is a binary here, however,
for now I will move forward.

I was once told that what lied in my my heart was of mno concern. I was
baffled. As long as y actions demonstrate what is necessary to fit the mold, than
what is in my heart is of no comsequence? Since, I have come to realize that the
mind(or spirit if I may), is a churning ocean of calm. Let us take a line or two to
ponder this. Can we agree that the spirit is unseen? Then we can also agree that

this spiritual realm holds no tangible reality, and

only altered memories
imagination. The spirit is chaotic, schizophrenic, hypocritical, and blinding with
overlap. The spirit will forever change positions and perceptions, it will stir and
churn envisioned inequities, insecurities, indecisiveness, as well as the opposite
of each, while constantly awaiting the opportunity to physically express bits and
pieces within the time-frames of happenstance. But the physical can calmly keep

hidden its truths of spirit as they accumulate and jumble within the churning ccean

beneath. Are we clear on this?

LB L

_ : “ — The eyes are the windows to the soul. I hope we can agree that what passes
Bomdiiza, riembo og oo Omperzager  panl before the eyes, in conjunction with the reception of the other senses of course,

fill the spirit8.Would you agree than,that the spirit takes what is expressed and
blends it with imagination? Allow me to explain. The mind is capable of adding
possibility to reflection. And these possibilities are '‘interchangeable.’

Can we agree that nothing is truly forgotten in a sound mind, and all that
is needed is a trigger to effect recollection? Then we also agree that activity
effected from memory, cognitive and/or physical, brings clarity, both of the act
and of the emoticnal commection. Do we agree? So the possibility is always there to
do what we've done before. Perhaps one can say that if the desire to do or perceive
something, or feel some way is not there anymore, herein lies change. Perhaps
another can counter that if we are capable of doing what we have done before under
the proper circumstances, what part of that is change? This means that the very
idea of change can be argued, giving it no solid foundation.

I want to be different so I will behave differently. I will control my urges
to partake in that which I do not wish to partake in anymore. I will explore new
mind states, entertain new ideas. But I can never stop being the person I was, I am

only capable of becoming more. I can be added to but never taken away. Not if I am

of sound mind. Actions and mind-state contrast each other far too much to effect

\, (CL l" ;'e:},“'“'& ;”V.’ W50 2’““‘" s change. I will elaborate this cloudy claim. What if I want to but I can't? What if
ne. workang 10 bedxer OurSeives o3
Vv © o> o LRSS G e : :
. 33 ?Cl\ X L §< well 65 our commuarties, but  we I don't want to but I have to? What if there is a small part of me that finds
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= \c o Pgn bis Ao o= = justification in what I advocate against? What if my lies feel good, and the farce
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My theory on why crime occurs

There are many factors as to why crime occurs. However to understand crime,

one must first understand that like most moral reasoning in the world, you have to start
from the origin. I start from the beginning, because that is when the criminal mind is first
established. Why? Because everything that was brought forth into existence was started

with a single thought. Speaking of the origin of why crime occurs, in chapter 5 of (J.

bert Lilly &ET all) Criminological Theory 5" Iid, it elaborates on control theory. One

of the key points arc, that when social controls are present, crime does not occur; when

these controls are absent, crime 1s possible and often does occur.

There 1s also the concept of self control theory. In the words of (Hirschi 1990), he
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John Jav College Admissions Essay Question

Write a 600-860 word essay expressing why you feel you would make a strong addition
to the Prison-to-College Pipeline. You should include discussion of personal and
professional reasons for you interest in higher education, academic-intellectual interest

and/or the most recent book you have read that stimulated you intellectually.

“Education is the act or precess of imparting or acquiring general knowledge
and of developing the powers of reasoning and judgment.”(Webster’s)

Because of my desire to obtain or shall I say enhance my powers of reascning and
judgment, 1 know that I would be a very strong addition to the Prison-to-College Pipeline.
My present situation forces me to seck any and all avenues of self enrichment, the pursuit
of a more respectable and responsible way of life, and a college education will be a
precursor to achieving these goals.

[ am currently employed as a Peer Aide within the Transitional Services Center
and a Customer Service Agent for the Department of Motor Vehicles Call Center here at
Arthur Kill. My duties include but are not limited to disseminating of information,

prevention and harm reduction, assistance with % housing, rehabilitative programs, and

reintegration tools that can be utilized to help with the transition back to society. I also
Somnmm\\s \ C’U\\E%S U«BOS GoAVOG ko Sjrc;:r‘\' Ny
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a proposal suggesting that sclf-control 1s a means of lecaming restraint from doing crime
or becoming delinquent. This form of control is taught at an carly age in life, (childhood).
I believe the early years in life are the most essential, because these are the years when a
child absorbs the most information, good and bad, and start getling a knack for what is
right or wrong. Depending on the environment that a child is raised in contributes to how
they view things in the future. This in turn can throw off their perspectives towards, what
1s deemed good or bad. If a child’s parents or legal guardians are living unethically and
their morals and principles opposes the legal norms o.f society, chances are that the child
will start developing mixed conceptions when they are with peers during adolescence

years.

Adolescence is what I consider the complex years, because this is the time when
certain teens are influenced the most by the negative ways of the world. These are the
years they are exposed to sex, drugs, violence, and illegitimate means of making money.
These influences come in many forms, friends, family, television, radio, and my personal
favorite the intermet. Social media in this day and age plays a major role in influencing
the minds of young adults. And if not properly guided, they can learn to commit crime
and grow into career criminals. Because parents are unable to be present, due to long
hours at work, and not being able to monitor what their children are watching on
television and internet, the strong hold in the house becomes weak. This in turn leads
teens towards hanging out in the streets with friends more, and gravitating towards
negative behavior. Classic examples are selling drugs, stealing, and having un-protected
sex. To add to a list of aggravated circumstances, most of these teens are being brought
up in single parent homes. To add insult to injury they are also dealing with sick parents
that suffer with substance abuse. When these cases occur they often leave their kids
psychologically and emotionally scared. Because their parents are un-fit to care for them,
they are often removed {from the family to become wards of the state. (Foster homes,
group homes). That in it-self can be a traumatizing experience.

Every now and again you get the rare case where children are born and raised
with a silver spoon in their mouth. These kids are use to receiving anything that they ask
for. The flip side is that when they grow older, a;uEﬁ they do not get what they want or
their way, they will act out. This is the after-math of not being prc;perly taught how to

carn a living or learn self restraint. These children are often felling they can do what ever

they want and get away with it. No matter how immoral their act may be. It is not
surprising that these teens grow to become career criminals.

However the leading cause of crime is poverty. Not being able to obtain the nice
things that teens see their peers with, nor have legitimate means or access to the tools
necessary to advance in society. This in turn often leads an un-nurtured mind towards \
negative behavior, which in most cases stealing or selling drugs.

In closing if we could come up with more big brother-sister programs that cater to

young adults along with activities and life-skills. Along with getting more involved in

what is going on with our children. We just might have a good start at re-shaping the

=

¢

direction that we are going as far as crime is concern. Thus keeping in mind, in order to

get to the root of the problem, we must start from the beginning.
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exits from within. It alters in accordance with recollection and

A Bloody Tree

The branch 1s cracking
sounds like falling egg shells
and the leaves

are coming down

in a tornado rhythm

The air is moist

Sitting on a rusted branch

i1s Maya’s cage bird, singing

the Harriet Tubman’s railroad blues
understanding no freedom bell

ever truly rung

Roots of this tree
wraps the globe

like a child wrapped
with an umbilical cord
as her skin flushes

in a cocoon that never

releases the substantial

It grew from red mudded rivers
with streaks of glittered oil
Mankind’s richest soil

of man who never face liberation
till the calling of Womankind
then becomes integration

Between them and nature
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hidden behind infinite encryption, with bits and pieces expressed

African American Journeys

within the time-frames of happenstance. If you try to refute this, herein lies your

Speech to 1860 Congress

s tranger within.

I have loved ones who I feel no love for.

I have enemies whom I admire and

gecretly yearn to befriend. But I will do anything for one and nothing for the

other. I am a walking contradiction. I can admit it. Can you? Can you see past the
things you believe and accept truth? Now wait,
ewverytning, as each crossroad is encountered? Can you even imagine what I mean? The
least travelled path within cnes life is the path toward true knowledge of self. I

say that it is a journey impossible to complete. It changes and rearranges far to

and

not just for certain things, but

rest

Identity Crisis as an American

Fellow Americans of Congress, | stand before you here today i
American born. | stand in fear under our flag, and guided by the st

freedom. What does it mean to be an American? In speech we collecti
of the free, but in physical, we act upon diversity of racial discriminatic

| fear to be “White.” For being “White” is to embrace hate in tl

other than difference in skin color of a people. To be “White” is to dra

of humanity, a humanity derived from one people. To be “White”

economic wealth as an innovated value. Oh, fellow Americans, | strugg

constantly. And that is why change is impossible. hAVe i 10St yOu?

We want to be influenced. We want to spread our influence. Now these can be

interchangeable in a much wider variety than one might expect.

the sun | struggle in crisis, and under the glow of the moon | remain clt

As a “White” man | am expected to befriend the whip. Asa “W

for “Black” blood, and become the destroyer of life. To value one life o

in skin color is what | am taught at birth, and | am instructed to weigh 1

You may expect

change, you may fight that expectation. You may want to share it with another, and

noose. What am | to become?

Looking into the eyes of a “Black” person(s), and embracing on

Am | to degrade the womb as profit, and claim as property a soul by w

Americans, my mind and heart are in crisis.

allow that person, or people, to contribute a whole new series of
interchangeability.
To sum up this rambling, who we are can only be interpreted after our death.

And that interpretation is who we '‘were'’

are.

And that

in its ultimate description. Until then we

Sleep has become a warrant by which | wish not to be capture:

I envision and taste “Black” life in the foods that | eat. Fighting sleep |\
feet seed nurtured by “Black” tears, now vegetation | eat. | can hear th

jolt awake from vigorous nightmares. My tears seek refuge in my hand

“are' I am referring to is a state of constant interchangeability and

which carries on until our demise. So, no, I wont ever change. Rather, I will

continuously become. I will always be the person 1 was because it is a part of me

which can be

morality, behavior, intellectual striving. I can recollect while never revealing. I

can allow myself to revel in what makes me proud while you ask why I'm smiling, or

webs of cotton. Oh, fellow Americans, what am | to become?

I am terrified to become “Black.” For to become “Black” is to li

“Black” is to never be accepted, to embrace loneliness, and live out the

solitude. To be “Black” is to hate the people of “White,” and taught to

relived in my spirit while I sit still and adhere to your rules of

doing. To be “Black” is to only know my body as property, and to nevel
body will ever be safe, and escape under the darkness of night | must |

endlessly for by the rising of the sun | am seen unlike you. Oh, fellow A

be haunted by guilt while I'm asleep and crying out. I could walk away from love or

toward it while the ever changing reascns for either churn within the calm of my

physical motion.

the two,

this

But with every action, thought, or the infinite combinations of

T

is who am. How could that ever change when constant

interchangeability is what we are?

P

committed to deserve this life?
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attitude and your belief system, and then there will be a change in your behavior. It 2.
had of one another)?
teaches that the biggest inhibitor to change lays within ones self.
The maze represented me. How I allowed my life to live in certain corridors. For
so long [ didn’t allow myself to be challenged intellectually. I felt I had just enough
smarts to get by. But, by staying hemmed in (like the character in the book) I let life O ‘
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Yes. I want to help others. I would like to take my life experiences and learn how '
to cultivate these experiences into learning and teaching tools. Upon my release, I will be
enrolling into college. This is one of my short term goals, and the Prison-to-College

Pipeline will be of great assistance in reaching that goal. To be able to start the process

an individual wants out of life. Then there is a maze in the book. The maze represents
where the time is spent looking for what you want. The characters are Sniff and Scurry as

well as Hem and Haw. The story is about change. It is about when there is a change in

move on and I remained the same. I didn’t sniff out that a change needed to happen. Nor

did I scurry ahead to go about things a different way. It is possible that mistakes would

Te

24 VAR

I/

e |

here at Arthur Kill and to obtain the assistance because of ones dedication and hard work, f
to continue the process on the outside is truly a blessing. The time and discipline required

to excel at the college level is something which one has to be willing to endure, and I am.
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One of the books that I recently read was titled Who Moved My Cheese? This
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What did you learn about your fellow students (think about misconceptions you may have
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al Reflection Exercise for Prison to College Pipeline Class

What did you learn about yourself through this experience?
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What were the factors that made this“a valuable learning experience for you? What could
have made it even more valuable? @ )
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English 210
(Professor)
Cover Letter
Dec. 30, 2013

Dear Professor,

I’m gladly informing you of my completion of English 110 and of my interest in
your English 210 course. It’s been a great semester with professor Dreisinger who not
only taught us so much about the proper use of language but also the common writing
errors and various writing styles used by the most phenomenal writers. It is my wish that
by attending your course I can strengthen my weaknesses in my writing and ultimately
make the stronger part of my writing much more powerful.

As you well know in order to become a more proficient writer there’s a lot of
practice involved along with a higher level of instruction. So in addition to my request to
attend your course, I’ve committed myself to working in between semesters on the errors
I frequently make in my writing. These errors consist of sentence fragments, tense
shifting and verb to subject relationship. I also struggle on in class writing (timed essays)
where the professor advised that T have to do a better job at “gauging my time.” By
enharicing these parts of my writing I can better articulate the great ideas that make up the
stronger part of my writing. My description of characters and scenes along with great
tone, distinct voice, and proper application of quotations are other strengths I possess.

My goal as a writer is to better articulate myself in a way that the reader will:
understand what’s being said, appreciate the hard work and thought that was put into the
material and recognize a distinctive style between myself and other writers. I would also
like to be more persuasive in my writing but not in a deceitful type of way but in a more
intellectual way where my ideas will be considered based on the information I’ve
provided and not solely on the way I formulate my words. Lastly, I want to be able to
entertain my audience. By provoking mixed emotions and thought, with a dab of
wittiness, I want to leave the reader with a satisfaction that the reading was worthwhile. I
feel the most proficient writer is one who can entertain readers on a subject they would
otherwise disregard.

In closing I hope this letter will help you consider my crave for excellence in writing and
literature. This is an area where I have struggled in the past and I’'m willing to make the
necessary sacrifices in order to excel. I'm ultimately in pursuit of being a better person
and I hope by developing the skills I mentioned earlier my verbal communication skills
will be enhanced as well. Tbelieve it’s in the way we verbally articulate our feelings to
others is how we connect with people which results in the beautiful and perpetual rhythm

of life.

I wished I was able to tell him before any of this happened. Although he could not see me or
speak to me, I felt that we connected on another level. It seemed to me that he knew I was there
by his side as I spoke to him. It was like he was fighting to break out of the state he was in to put

words to what I felt. His fighting empowered me to want to stay motivated.

My grandfather taught me that “motivation has the potential to burn you out or push you
to new heights, it can either make you weaker or stronger.” Since my grandfather was my
backbone, the foundation to my very being; the memories I hold on to inspire me to incorporate
the lessons he taught me into my everyday life. His lessons give me the courage to use the tools
he has given me that will make me a batter person. Five days later he passed away. Through this

terrible tragedy [ will rise from the ashes like a phoenix and become stronger, wiser, and more

aware of the hidden potential within me. I am confident that I will succeed.
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The Loss of a Patriarch

The day I found out that my proverbial rock could crack changed me forever. I was on

the phone in the dorm one evening conversing with my sister and although things seemed

normal, I could hear what I believed to be tension in her voice.

“Is everything alright? “ I asked hesitantly.

“Actually, I have some bad news to tell you” she said. She began to tell me that my

grandfather’s health was very bad and that he was currently in the hospital. At that point, I felt as

if my entire world had just caved in.

I was emotionally devastated at the thought of possibly losing my foundation. I‘did not

want to believe what my sister had just told me. At that moment, I became lost in thoughts and
images of me and my grandfather together, which are memories that I cherish because they
remind of the morals and precepts that he instilled in me. He was invested in me whole heartedly
in anticipation that I would employ what he taught me aﬁd become a greater rock than he was for

me. I would be a fortress for the generations to come just like he was for me.

I told my sister that I would call her back another day because I could not cope with the

news that was just given to me. I needed some time to process this disturbing information. We
said our goodbyes and I went to my cube to reflect. “God please help me, I do not know what to

do,” I thought. I closed my eyes and cried for some time and shortly after I fell asleep.

Two days later, I did my best to brace myself before calling my sister again. We
exchanged our usual greetings and afterwards I found out that my grandfather was diagnosed

with kidney cancer.

“One of his kidneys is three quarters infected with cancer, but could be removed and he
should recover well. They want to run some test before proceeding” she said. I was not at all
prepared to hear this, but a possible recovery gave me some hope. I was told that he was in
excruciating pain and that the doctors were doing the best that they could do to help him. The

thirty minute call ended and I hung the phone up with hopes of better news next time.

I contacted my sister about two or three days later and was told that the doctors could not
perform the surgery because the test results came back showing that my grandfather had what
appeared to be a tumor on his other kidney and one in his bladder. “This fucking news constantly
keeps getting unbearable”, I thought. I could not take any more, so I ended the call. I then fond

that my grandfather knew about this condition for quit some time without telling someone.

The very next day, I spoke to my sister and could not help feeling that something was
extremely wrong. My sister told me that my mother would be more suitable to bring me up to
date with the latest news concerning my grandfather, her father. What I heard next was
unthinkable, soul crushing. “Shon your grandfather passed away in my arms last night” she told

me.

“What! Are you alright,” I yelled out.

“I am okay, but baby calm down, he is alive but on life support. It took the nurses twenty-
six minutes to resuscitate him” she replied, trying to calm me down. I would rather see my

grandfather alive than to see him at his funeral. I sought out a way to get a death-bed visit. I
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