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was “'Contemporary

Hinvan, presented several moral, social, politial, and sthical issuszs

t effect our society today.

. Achisving Damocratic Fauality- Forgiveness, Reconciliation, and Recarations

Hianan,
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Buse,

T'an remisded that this is a ever changing world, and it's

2. Hate Crim: Laws~ Progressive Politics, or Balkanization
3., The future of Rac2 in America

challenges you to exanine each oosition, and than conuznt, and oresant
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waathar

own travels, or fronm someone elses journay, the more snriched you

looking back at Marcus Garvey's words, We all should take advantage

avery opportunity to acquire higher aducation, That is why I would amake a steong
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X growth

Laney,

2 intellectual conversation here with the staff and the Professors of
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My Story about Mr. Frog

Once upon a time, there was a generafsupply of tail to all animals in a cell.
This cell, where every animal should come and pick his tail, was supplied by the

without the lury

of microsoft

With this

fran a circunstantial defect

assist all my cohorts in reaching their maximum potential. I also would like to say

to whoever shall read this paper; Prison 2 College Pipeline is not only giving

people an education but also saving lives. Because not only do “black lives

matter,” but all lives matter.

I like to conclude with a quote from a man I greatly respect, Barack Obama.

“Change will not come if we wait for some other person, or if we wait for

some other time, we are the one’s we have been waiting for; we are the change we

seek.”
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LOVE STORY
By I

One day I was walking along my way in my town council. I met a girl named Grace
Apio. She told me I love you. I said how can you love when I did not know you? She
asked me what is your name? I told her my name is Charles and she added again, |
love you. I replied for me I have my wife. I could not love you. Please can you look
for another person, not me.

Grace Apio went away while she was so annoyed, and spread my name that [ am
stupid and not a man.

I said, it’s all about you—I don’t care. Go in peace and leave me alone, I said.
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Carta de il para o Brasil

Para quem esta possa interessar :

Espero que com o tempo vocé receber esta carta , vocé estd no melhor de satide, bem como espiritos .
Quanto a mim , estou sobrevivendo como de costume.

O que est4 acontecendo ? Meu nome é Tomas. Eu sou de Nova Torque , nos Estados Unidos . E
lamentéavel que nés temos que atender a essa forma, mas ¢ uma béngio todos juntos. Duas pessoas de
diferentes partes do mundo, que compartitham a mesma luta e ser capaz de corresponder com o outro.

Estou indo atualmente para a faculdade para buscar uma aprendizagem mais elevada. Acho interessante e
desafiador , o que é bom, porque nada de bom vem facil. Educagéo exerce a minha mente , o Gnico lugar
onde eu sou livre. Tento tirar proveito de todas as oportunidades disponiveis, ndo s para se manter
ocupado , mas também tem algo a cair quando eu chegar em casa. Esta situagfo que estou agora néo ¢

mais uma opg¢ao.

Como vocé esta? Eu me pergunto que tipo de oportunidades que vocé tem disponivel para ocupar o seu
tempo . Nos tltimos quatro anos, tenho vindo a aprender pequena reparagio de motores . Felizmente, eu
serei capaz de abrir minha prépria loja um dia. Eu posso consertar qualquer coisa, desde motocicletas para
tratores. Eu gosto de ler livros de ndo-ficgdo , mas de vez em quando eu pego um livro de ficgdo . Eu
também pretendo seguir uma educagio superior , quando eu chegar em casa.
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nal Justice Sygtem,

PARK NG S

Dear Ms. Drezenger

ADOM%O a

There was nothing extraordinary about the start of this day. My routine was fairly normal. |
woke early, as was my chosen custom. For | had discovered that this was my best
opportunity for uninterrupted prayer and contemplation. As the day dawned, | peered
through my drawn curtain and beheld the sun rising, despite the intermittent drizzle that
peppered my window pane. In the bed next to the window, my friend Michael stiil slept
soundly. We had both prepared as best we could for this day to come and | could not
express enough my gratitude for him standing by me every step of this uncertain journey.
Today is the feast of Teresa of Avila, a feisty saint, whom | had really come to admire. If |
ever needed a saint of heroic fortitude today, then | could hope for none better than this
quixotic Carmelite Nun from the 16" century.

We both left the hotel at 7.00am and | could not help but notice the imposing district court,
where six weeks earlier | had been found guilty of four charges. Now in just over two hours,
I was to learn what my fate would be for the next period of my life. All that decision making
in that silent and sombre citadel. We downed our coffees and toast and then wandered
aimlessly through the streets of this sleepy and unfamiliar City we said very y little, yet
neither of us had felt so close to the other. Ours was a true and enduring friendship that had
been forged over the past eight years. Somehow, our closeness never seemed as rea! as it
did in the sounds of our own mutual silence.

My phone ran hot with messages of goodwill but most of the texts remained unreturned. |
did speak with Kate and tried to offer her words of reassurance. For many years she had
undertaken the role of matriarch in our extended family which has always been light on of
females. | recited the office with resigned purpose. Though, | couldn’t help being distracted
by the events of the coming day.

At the assigned time we both went to the solicitor’s office. He was very like most brides,
insofar as he was always fashionably late. | had great confidence in him, even though he
hadn’t achieved the most favourable outcome. Today however, | sensed resignation in his
tone. It felt like he was going through the motions in my pre-sentencing and no doubt he
was already concerned with his next client later in the day. This did not perturb me for I had
already forgiven all the players in my saga. Most importantly, | had forgiven my
complainant. At 9.00am we entered the Court where | was greeted by John and Mary. How
good they have been to me and | only hope they could sense the depths of my gratitude.
Now was the time for me to make final farewells in case the sentencing was not in my
favour. Fortunately, | had primed Michael with the key people to call and those to whom he
should send e mails. | knew that this mission was in the safest of hands.

| entered the dock and sat there alone whilst nearby my supporters sat at the rear of the
court. The Justice entered and both lawyers outlined their final submissions. | wondered as
to what the purpose of this was, for how could anything they said influence his decision.
Predictably, the judge proceeded with his lengthy deliberations. They were surprisingly
fathomable and | was able to follow them with ease. What surprised me most was how calm
| felt; indeed the longer he spoke the more | felt shrouded in a deep inner peacefulness. My
mind did wander to others who also had been in my situation. Some achieved greatness —
men like Mandela, Cardinal Nguyen Van thuan, Jean Gabriel Perboyre in China, Peter the
Fisherman, Paul of tarsus and the greatest of them all, the humble carpenter’s son from
Nazareth. Others were less notorious but they too formed part of the fabric of my life;
friends and former colleagues who also had been caught up in the hysteria surrounding

B Lo ) “uncle of the frog. Every animal received a tail—a rat, a cat, a pig, an elephant, a lion, Deme! alleged and real abuse that so constantly headlined in the media and surreptitiously
AS T ook kGck o o _%_3_{_(,_1_};_ _pa & (Cporin j? a dog, and many others. But before they reached the process of giving out the tails, a P undermined the weakened authority of the Church.
~« : ) i X ' known as Chameleon to invite him to get a tail. FOer By
) W e 120w nLAd BXCNA A y T friend of Mr. Frog came to this place . ! v
N ) ey Ao uindal e Mr. Frog answered saying, “You go for me. I don’t even care if I go. Let it be known in this As my sentence was eventually announced, it was as if a huge rock had been lifted from my
LA expenence \nos  tauomt  me. More  Qlaedk that my uncle is the one giving out tails.” So the annoyed chameleon went away. shoulders. Instantly, it was as if nothing mattered, for despite whatever morality may or
) Then, after a few days, Mr. Frog visited his uncle to ask for a tail. His uncle replied, “I Welfare werd may not have been in it, | had the same servitude of rightness that the protagonist in
o, 4 tice wvolved RoPpULOHL O™ AN Clne f gave away all the tails.” Mr. Frog was so sad. He turned back without a tail. This is ay : e ude ot rightnes protagonis
) % ! . c N o \ J why a frog has no tail Camus’ novel, ‘The Outsider’ had just prior to execution. | glanced down at my downcast
) ’ - - - =3 < B
o S E_\‘U‘SLL'{ AACE = NCWE IQlin Ole —— friends and | knew straight away the power and meaning of Jesus’ meeting with the women
533}11/\ _BQL:-E - Qv ClosSS o G ConSiCuns- B £y I of Jerusalem on the Via Dolorosa. Somehow | hoped that they all knew how much I loved
: . ; . . ; . _ . in their moments of grief. With a final look of loving farewell, | was taken through a
L anehong Oy cleci e cleeply Kobtect Haolapmts, I themint i & ' &
U 4 |” i U 7 T . door to begin my life in this alien new world.
__land CGn_ 0Ppodune Fq _go U Ovr Cqavieg. = ; o
_ i ” - By now | had become used to the humiliation of the somewhat rehearsed and meaningless
T When  Ub (ol Con 0L ddo\n dou)’ :
\6 Ll S ¥ J = l /qu > mechanised strip search. The indifference and boredom of the court officials was palpable.
o [rl\n()_;ﬁ' ghfl.@ NI A PuA Tl & classT L;”“? Yet despite my nakedness, no one could touch the essence of my soul. For the next few
 lwis Bl msicle Stucteryt$ W Yl and g\%‘l;@ﬁN < hours, | sat largely undisturbed in a holding cell with my only distraction a polystyrene cup.
i R eNCe. o ; A \ o Never at any time did | have any sense of loneliness or abandonment. The words which |
T\ o = ; . : ey
[ \$ eV ¢ Al P OAA A UAY! ‘ﬂé] Qlovaes] v had long implanted in my psyche became the mantra which played over and over again.
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Black Panther, amongst cattle.
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personal note, [ lived a very wild lifestyle and have always been a violent But it was demons,
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individual. With all the mandatory programs, I have taken in the pass to help I parked.
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change my way of living none of them has worked. However, since my first Fvil to nature Being a part of John Jay’s prison to the street pipeline, has afforded me the opportunity to
college class with professor Baz, I knew I wanted to change. This program has Advertising cane. further my education. Most importantly, it has giving me the opportunity to achieve a higher level of
. . i success within my life. Being i ted since th f(18), L h er lived life outside of prison
transformed my whole view on life. I finally feel a sense of self-worth because of Upable to ‘thifik. i L e P
Dispatch a few Ables. #s an adult. Having attended college while | am incarcerated has instilled a work ethic that allows me to
(P2CP). Ino longer seek to be the person I once was anymore. This program has .
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be successful in any area of life | focus my mind to.
allowed me to illumine the true colors of my inner kaleidoscope. Veiled b
Y P erie y war. | believe that every individual that is incarcerated should attend a college program, with the
Like an Isis
With that said. T am eager to continue my education on the outside. Until hope of preparing themselves for re-entry into society. The more options individuals develop for
> ) atfiliated.
. . . . themselves while they are incarcerated, the more successful their transition will be. | personally realized
that time comes, I will devote myself to this program, and do everything I can to y P
s that | have a lot to offer society, based off my experiences going through the justice system. Going to

llege has helped me in expressing my thoughts clearly so that my point is understood. This is

something | can use to help enlighten individuals to the realities of choosing a criminal lifestyle.

On behalf of myself and the many woman and men incarcerated, | thank you for your assistance

in providing funding to programs like John Jay Prison to the Streets Pipeline. Without society taking a
proactive stand to assist in the prison re-entry programs, the cycle of crime will only continue to be an
ongoing problem. | believe that we together can work toward making a difference in how the criminal

justice system handles the incarceration and rehabilitation of individuals in its care.

Respectfully,
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Governo do Estado do Rio de Janeiro
Secretaria de Estado de Educacéo
Colégio Estadual Angenor de Oliveira — Cartola
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Atenciosamente,
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O que vocé planeja fazer , se vocé sair 7 O que ha para fazer? Transi¢o é uma das coisas mais dificeis
que eu ja tive a experiéncia. Mudar de um estilo de vida para outro que mais produtivo no é uma tarefa

Espero ouvir de vocé um dia em breve . Tome cuidado e ficar forte .

Hi Baz, how are you? The cohorts and I are glad to be back in class. This is
actually comical because we all reminisce upon the days, where we were anxiously
managing our classes, and formally uninitiated into the meaning of comma slices. ©
Arts & Civilization is such a informative class, and our Professor has introduced us
to Paolo Friere's Pegagogy of the Opressed. Our English 111 professor Petzke is
also challenging our brains and it honestly has graped everyones attention. We are
thankful and delighted by such personable and respectable professors.

Enclosed is a copy of a Essay I wrote over the break. I am thinking of

changing the title's name. I would enjoy feedback, because I took interest in
&, - wri:nmgloi:k.)Tell me what you think does it belong in the dirt, or Dazzle like Dean's
: goo .
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it. If you have any questions or comments please feel free to direct them to Mr. Johnson

and he will forward them to me and I will respond to them as fast as I can.

John Jay College

English 110

Professor Dreizeneger

Subject Journal Entry: Journal Entry about Fear,

Self help books will tell you that fear and excitement are the same biolo
response in our bodies. These self-help books encourage us to abandon fear. Tt
to have a bucket list, jump off a plane, ask the prettiest girl out, and never be aft
fail. In reality'fear 1s necessary to warn our bodies of imminent danger: a bear, ¢
parachute that does not work, and being rejected by a woman as beautiful as Ve
incarnate. Irrational fear is also a fear of never accomplishing, of being fat, or ni
fun in life. These fears are irrational because one can easily overcome them wit]
ounce of perseverance.

When my parents came to the United States from Nicaragua, I am sure t
fear. They escaped war, famine, drought, murder, and rape inherently possible v
Guerilla wars in Central America. Rational fear I was taught was a war draft or
your little siblings die of hunger, or being caught by an oppressive government
Irrational fear I was taught was voodoo curses, working towards change, and of
ugly teeth. When my grandmother legally brought my father to the U.S., his rat]
about war subsided, and he was able to become a successful electrician. When r
escaped the drug coyotes, near death in crossing frontiers, her fears of death in v
subsided, and she worked as a receptionist in Bellevue. What 1 learned from my
heroes, my parent was never to fear irrationally. I also learned that one can mak
dreams come true with loyalty, courage and analyzing and keeping my rational

while working past irrational fears.

watching the Walking Dead, fighting, or even reading about manifesting them.
fan of the sob story. I am not fan of nostalgia. [ am a fan of courage that humar
the face of fear. I like the story of the mother who lifts a car to save her infant,
father who sacrifices his life in a blizzard by going on out to find help. I am mc¢
concerned with the triumph in the stories than the loss.

I find that being in prison is like being caught in a re-occurring nightma
Sometimes in nightmares we know we are sleeping but can’t wake up. Prison |
with the fecling that you are a walking dead man, a spirit in the endless paths o
regressed soul fearing to ascend to higher consciousness. Prison also reminds n
specific nightmare about a clown with a red nose, and curly hair, who taunts yc
mere existence. This clown (fear and prison) loves to promote irrational fear of
loss of family ties, and loss o love we had in the street. This clown is apart of -
This clown is the doubter, the hater, and one who provokes irrational fear. Eve
some of us abandon fear of this irrational clown, and stop running away from }
begin running towards him.

We must learn to win the war with fear, by reconciliation of his opposi
like courage, and a redirected inner life filled with prudence. Learn to fight wit
minds and not out hands. Learn to control our thoughts and curb our negative
expressions. Change our labels from scoundrel to human with the power to ch
Begin to rebuild family ties, and build and more healthy inner relationships wi
companions. Rational fear and irrational fear are both faced by acceptance and
facing our fear, First in our imaginations, and second in practice. In every step

move to contextualize my fear and swear to manifest a greater life, by what [ h



