Who am|...? December 7%, 2013 “‘h ¥ 22 5 1
o4 = Two silly Lol
e fi - WO S1 oLIpopsS Wi
| am my mother's first and only male child. SEEEETC,. o S se i . oy Satn y pop (W1)
| am my mother's joy, her gift to the world, and her hope for a better life. First and foremost, I hope this letter reaches you in the best of health, both mentally and physically, as cmamﬁiﬁ?ﬁ ien E:;iiodgeolii(i/ici?géocanma %f/a v Seoi TS0, GHo e Sl it s ..
. . . well as emotionally and spiritually. How are you? | NN (<! © g B . P o ) . . .
| am meant to provide my mother with endless joy, through every the stage of my free to use any oneyyou lilrc)e. | hea}; 1 about yozllr unfortunate condition and even though we are hundreds of %x ~ i fove SHe . A Jﬂ@e—a’&&.},, eins M/,JM% _ Six weeks ago, during book-club, someone put two lollipops in front of me. I looked
life. miles from each other, we still have something in common; and that is, we are both physically NOME_ %—' @Ao 7 1 GAACSS, . 1s. wffy«”-ﬁkﬁ. vanroronssn CoO é&i!d- rresis around and observed that everybody else had already started cating, or were in the process
| have embarked on a journey through life, with the priceless jewels my mother incarcerated. However, despite the government’s best attempt to keep us stagnated, they can never % Creadeis Ltteenr B — of unwrapping theirs. I threw the two sweets into my bag and continued with my
incarcerate us mentally; that is only something we can do to ourselves. I’'m twenty-three years old today O s i - %Jm [”/ . 5 % ﬂ y/ ' assignment.
gave me. and I have been in prison since I was sixteen years old. I did not realize how important education was for Ajmm_“mﬁﬂﬁ_w—dhéq—:@ ;(//f/wd/ﬂﬁcpf “ _/ yesZic A week later, while cleaning my bag, I came across the lollipops.
| am blessed, because God and my momma made me. me when I first came to prison, and as a result, I found myself in a lot of unnecessary trouble. Once I - o 4 p . ! " nzobn [l gamen Yl e B 467‘-?/ A // % /ﬂfé -~/ Z—'/{y : “What to do?’
S icked up a book, I was honestly amazed at how “free” reading made me feel. Even when I was on lock ] 2 Mo nee Uned A a0 MO @ [ )
[Let no man destroy what God has made]. Said silently to self. gown fof twenty-three hours a day, I lost track of where I was at times because I was so caught up in my Boonfeiza . "‘f‘—’m'f"ﬁ i&"ﬂ"c“m e ”"f’-?*""bc“j‘e’""‘ Lopente e r7/ :j// i/ .. /JM/“/&/@ | ! pon‘dered. . . . . .
Whoaml...? readings. I felt it was important to share that little detail because I heard you are in school and I want this e fﬁmﬂfﬂ ;Z:C &;}%—M&Z&—M cap7Fod T2 e Gl i - Coming from a fe'n?nly Wlﬂ? a l'us‘tory of high blood pressure, I stopped using sugar 30
| am a mother's most horrifying and darkest nightmare. letter to be a motivational tool to keep you going. Npnznc! ;ﬂ’mma i Aa/f:j;-: inidd o /)@ TertiTieral e —— year a8o. I addition, I think it indecent for a woman over a certain age to suck on a
| o ' _ . . o . . . | . N : N : - o m SfdiAonTel z/Af?/z /%/zzm_/ J:Jz:aiéd cel . lollipop.
am the pain in a mother's eyes, every time she cries. At times, it will seem like the weight of the world is on your shoulders; but just stay positive and 2 Ay " R w2 pocss Ja » e ‘T will enjoy one sweet as dessert after supper.” I mused.
| am the stealer of a mother's joy, the remover of her hope. focused. This is a small part of our lives and with an education it can only get better. We made a mist.ake . B ol Jd a ___‘ O A0 57 pho A — . .“/’f— LT JM 7 ‘»z//é-éff/ /14;5’- P _Z Lol 2
' . by coming to prison, but I learned a long time ago that prison does not define us; it is what we do while 19 0mm L9 .- Bhe? 2 fpras ——%4—’”}3‘% = /-" - - ] =z 4,,/:/,15,{ .,/?,.»,@(‘_/ |73 / g,_ _é/(,/ % A7 u‘f Aft I t outsid d blanket th d d L 11
| am the shatter of a mother's dreams, and the never ending torturer of her life. we are in here that defines us. No matter what your predicament may look like, there is nothing you T0n.Ll e e 1 S ;;,M—M‘“—C‘a‘tﬁﬁw“g;— % e T &/ ’( G e / 2 > % 2 e‘r supp?r, ) WEI QUISICe, SPTEac My .an e. on THe STOURG, OpERed Ty HOVES, 7 Tove
{ am & mother's grief and suffering, for the remaining phases of her life. cannot achieve if you put your mind and heart into it. Someone once told me, “God always gives the | s frads prasaca o 07, = osd fo ,._.- by d/&/ ;// A&drress & LY / ZE- readmg. Afh'stalr McClean, and put the l.olhpop n ‘rny mouth. Two pages'later, I sensed a
strongest battles to the strongest soldiers;” so stay strong, focused and never give up the fight. People in | . S ol . el — vl - person joining me on my blanket. I continued reading; the story had certainly captured my
Whoam I ...? prison all over thé world are stereotyped when they are released. It is up to us to show society that A /:,.'0-1—-5,? 9ol /%”‘/Zr el T %/&’ Jy/ /é/ - éé o attention, until I felt little finger on my upper arm. Looking to my right, I saw a little boy

T e o st di/z/z?/::f .é'e:/ :
He said.

- \Bes o Cin //z;/m/ez« g = — “What’s that?”
or T Slovl B~ s i

| am the strength that bears my mother's struggles.
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Through all the hardships and pain, my mother still remains. He pointed at the white stick between my lips. I lowered my head and quickly moved the

[To whom much is given, much is owed]. AZ‘.{&C" (/d/ / o lollipop from my right to my left cheek. This did not deter the young one.1
C»/dci / 2.3 «-//ZJ{ orcpe e M‘?ﬁ 7’/2& “Where did you get it from?”
Final Reflection Exercise for Prison to College Pipeline Class Respectfully Submitted Foem By: = : a Ao/l ok Arnel He relented.
Y . 20an  on  fernoeng ’ ( 45 p , Another soft touch later.
John Jay College's Prison to College Pipeline 7 ‘ LS b Sce 1oSiws et ' _ o
e e o e A | “CanT taste it? Justa lttle. I'll give it back”
1. What did you learn about yourself through this experience? . lﬁ'mi’; i) f &/ 7 A &é Lrzazd - He added.
Thad T  cen  ammde D §><{ ok ber Ozoples dadiomadon JM.«:M/ i Stees d/c:_fvl?/ One look at those eyes and I knew I’d lost my candy.
A= S uerere & Gl ge OLQQ SOLUS LOQUI ‘;/Z// Looking up I observed three adults watching me.
7

By: I LT / S/ 75 o ‘Damn?’ I thought it looked almost as bad as snatching a candy from a baby.
Y 2z 2 [/ Z ﬁ/ “If I wash the lollipop, can I give it to him?”
I - s — -
Q,{ o ole S 0 Ade mo Q/LO A 7 / / I asked the mother.
w ) R 201 7%, S Alve //.//'zz ZixS // 274{3,

: ; ; ) “You don’t have to wash it.”
2. What did you learn about your fellow students (think about misconceptions you may have ! 4\900,,\0(0 a 5 %J&rm @JJWQ {)/uummjh '

had of one another)? +\ W\ : - .. ; . 5 A She said.
- DG~ Oo - C-—miQﬁ‘}“'lt_};\X —X—,;‘_‘, \‘kh\ 9 XQ S <
1 After rinsing it off, I handed it to the young boy and witnessed his face burst into an

Y coverNo oo

Hello!

Hosle ¢z A ez 2L alher Saeldends Wil and
ot B Is there anybody in there!?

incandescent illumination.

L~ ve [N o SN L P r\j Hhetr Comaridaarnls  Ta  ~lyen ;‘.f\j Can you hear me!? “It was silly to waste water for washing it.”
(AN é ‘faf Al e = PR f\j _{,\\'_é e d o den 41N Dee, \ 2 e R Ace | I am in need of help! He said and walked away.
Please, help me! 945 | . , . . .
' ’ d P ; | ' oK T L I then decided to take better precautions with eating the second lollipop. After supper. I sat
3. What were the factors that made this a valuable learmning experience for you? What could Wait, wait; don’t go! / / This is why I'm on my bed inside my room and took out the second lollipop. That’s when a sudden

the boss. Becaus:
I think. I plan.

Please don't go!

3 Bueno. Bueno.
Come back!

The coast is

i able? -
have made ;t even more valuab /T ()(«g}_ A—‘!r\u_)r SSESNENSTE  BOLE JELfc

e e A% Q‘xckcﬂ"\ﬁe > Rk WASH S8 S S S Please, just give me a chance!
— s 2
lii=2 = D e e Adraa T RA0Y D& AN (s ey
: ._ movement from across demanded my attention. My roommate had her head on her knees
* Ualoalk e P.Qrka?bé. Cor 2 gpcejoL/zL SessioAns  Wouldl aiawa " ) . \ . ) v . y attention. My r
“0__80,, i Words from writer: "At times we find ourselves searching deep An eye or an eye. and her arms tightly wrapped around her thighs, just like a cabbage.
4, OQutside students: How did this experience change your percegtlon of incarceration/the within ourselves for help from our inner- Theégoorriflil;'tiz)li;et(f)t :eeehmd o e arms ey nrapped aroun
prison system? How has it impacted your future career plans® . - s i TEER G T fhen el e Fortisoryosee Shall sk et wha
we choose not to believe in ourselves. Thus / e el d.ec.ree She wil tell me a long story.’
victimizing our thoughts in believing that Death as an 0.11v1ne' Instead T said
Who see the bliss in 1gnorance,
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What is whiteness? I replied.

As she walked over to her bed, it occurred to me that I did not say thank you either, when I
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was given the lollipops, about a month earlier. Then I decided it would be ....... strange for

Whiteness can be many things but for me. a 57 years old to thank another grown up a month later — for two lollipops. The good

hearted lollipop giver might not even remember.
Whiteness is the cumulus cloud on a sunny day.

Now, four weeks later, everyday after work, the little boy comes over and sits by me. He

Whlteness 1s the mushroom shaped cloud that appeared after the bomb was dropped on tells me about school. I take him to the swings and push him, listening to his screams of
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