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soil went the plows in many hands that planted and harvested the food that fed and
the cotton that clothed Uganda. As lead up, a man said, “All men are created equal.
Empowered and endowed by their creator among life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.” No man is good enough to govern another man without that other’s
consent.

Womanhood
By I

As womanhood, I have got the children to tend, the clothes to mend, the floor

to mop and also going to shop for food. As womanhood, you have to go to the garden

to weed, have shirts to press and also the tots to dress, you have to clean the tut and
free about the sick and picking cotton in the garden just like moons and suns with
the certainty of tides, just like hopes springing high, still I'll rise.

Sunshine on me, rain on me, rainfall softly, dew drops and cool my brows
again. Womanhood storm, blows me from here with your fiercest wind, let me float

across the sky till I can rest again. Womanhood fall gently, snowflakes cover me with

white cold, icy kisses and let me rest tonight sun, rain, curving sky, mountain oceans
leaf and stone star shine, moon glows. You are womanhood, all that I can all my own
leaving behind nights of terror and hear I rise.

Manhood
By I
July is known to be harsh with hot weather, dry winds coupled with dust,
famine and scarcity of pasture in Mbale district, two hundred and seventy
kilometers east of Kampala. Legend has it that this month was cursed centuries ago
by one of the gods that lived in a cave inside a mountain known as Wandale. It is
said in folklore that Wantamba, the God of the harvest, was not pleased by the little

)

quantity of the food that was gathered for it at the foot of his housing mount Klanale.

However, the same month is also famous for the initiation ritual known as
Imbalu. Here, manhood is not about birthday celebrations at 18. It is about facing

Maloba, the surgeon’s knives without tears at circumcision. It has been the only time
that the folks of Nabumali and surroundings got into celebration mood amid scarcity

of food. Boys about the ages of 16 and 17 were all herded from various households
of the numerous cells of the villages and camped out at an open field locally known
as “The gods await you at manhood.” It is a season that boys are to be distinguished

from men out of bravery as the fairly blunt knife as the local surgeon slices away the

foreskin of the penis with accuracy of a larger beam. And within seconds, one
became a man and so many gifts await the really brave who does not even blink an
eye.

Without undergoing this ritual, a boy would remain a boy forever because
manhood in this community was a synonymous with circumcision and bravery. But
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SE: Absolutely! But, a lie is usually a portion of the truth.

LW: In your opinion of course, does that make it right? Do lies right

wrongs?

SE: | think the only time something can be wrong, is if the result of the

action was unfair, if the lie tainted fairness.

LW: Now you’re beginning to sound a lot like a politically correct C.I.A.
Agent. Do you think you would be able to garner the same results, let’s

say if someone told the truth instead?
SE: I'm sure that can be done.

LW: So why not just do it that way?

SE: You can do it that way. | can do it that way, but that is not how the
people of the world think. So one has to adapt, and use the tricks of the

trade.

LW: Point taken. It was again a pleasure to sit down with you, and | hope

we can do it again sometime.

SE: See, you just gave me a portion of the truth. You have adapted rather — ‘
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A FRIGHTENING REVELATION

Walking into the intake area for new arrivals, I notice that the room had the
ambience of a medieval dungeon. Noticing the many pairs of handcuffs and shackles

hanging about the room bought an ominous feeling over me that something would happen.

When the guards called my name, I.immediately started swe

sets of hand prints on the wall and two sets of foot prints on

torture me," I thought to myself. Snapping me out of my thoughts, a guard asked.

"How long do we have you for?"

Why would you ask me that, when you already have my paperwork? I asked.
"Oh, we got us one of those young smart mouth city slicker," the guard said.
Nah, you just asked me a question you already know the answer to, I replied.

"Boy, you need to learn real quick, that when you are spoken to, you respond to what's

being asked and nothing else. You hear me?"

Yeah, I hear you, I said.

"Now that we understand each other, turn around and put your hands on the lowest prints

on the wall, and your feet in the furthest prints from the wall."

Following the guard instructions, I noticed two enormous and menacing looking guards

holding what appeared to be axe-handles as nightsticks. C

placed me in a 45 degree angle to the wall. Feeling stretched and vulnerable, the two

enormous guards stepped on either side of me and rammed their axe-handles into my ribs,

and then they dared me to come off the wall.

"What, you don't have any more smart talk?" asked the guard.

Shaking from pain and pure fear, I stayed silent and glued to the wall. I should have known

to expect anything, but what happened next left me in utter shock and silence.
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November 15, 2011

How has the Jehn Jay Prison To College Program benefited me?

When 1 first heard that John Jay College was going to be giving inmates the
opportunity to attend college upon release I immediately applied. Going to college
is something that | wanted to return to for a long time. My plan was to do so once I
am released. Now this program ensures that I will have the chance.

Other college programs in prison give classes on various subjects that may
or may not be transferred in the future, which depends on the individuals major. I
never participated in a prison college program, because I felt that I would be
taking classes that have nothing to do with my career interest. This program allows
me to strengthen my skills in core classes, and when released 1 will be offered the
opportunity to attend John Jay College and get a degree.

This program is essential to prisoners. It gives us the chance to take college

“classes, and improve our academic skills. The program also provides a workshop
that teaches us about thoughts and behaviors students may have that can get in the
way of him or her being successful. This program is preparing all of us to be
successful in life, and in turn be productive citizens in society.

The program is connecting us with agencies that will assist us when we are
released from prison. College initiative will help us with Financial aid and/or
tuition payment planning, scheduling, and tutoring. This assistance is essential for
any college student. The program will also connect us with Osborne agency to
assist us with life planning., This will help us because many of us will need
assistance to find jobs, housing, etc.

The program also allows us to have class settings with John Jay students.
This is very important for inmates who have never been to college or have not
been in a college setting for a long time. This would help us not feel overwhelmed
in future classes.

This program is very unique, and has many elements that will ensure the
success of its participants. Reentry is a very important part of an ex-offenders life,
and this program will make the transition back into society productive. This
program is not only beneficial to inmates, it is beneficial to their families, and
society as a whole.



