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If you want to be a flower, make sure you always face the sun,
If you want to be a rock, make sure you are a diamond,
If you want to be a bird, make sure you are a white dove,

Having you Jasmine, has taught me how to love.
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Good Morning young fella! Today is th 28th of september 2015.
Somewhere between 5:45 and 6am in the morning and I'm bright
eyed and bushy tailed ready for whatever should come my way
Unfortunately, I'm in a residential program due to my failure
to comply with parole stipulations. I was well aware of my
actions and the consequences that might follow. However, I did
what I wanted to do because I Knew I knew I wouldn't be away
too long. I felt know one else will care so at least I'm not
hurting any one else. I'm here for 45 days starting on the 22nd
Honestly I feel good about the situation because I thought I
could stop on my own. So this time away is well needed. How
ever, I intend to make the best of this situation by taking
full advantage of all resources and make sure every second is
spent on something that is consistant with my short and long
term gogls. I have evaluated the actions that cause me to take
be confined and I'm well award of the steps I need to take to
get back on track. I'm also well aware of what steps i took

to get off track and and I'm constantly aware so that T may
avoid tbem. I love'being in the prsence of fine women, parying
and hav1pg a gooq tlmg. But I understand that I still can enjoy
myself W}thout y19lat1ng my freedom. I just have to be a bit
more patient. Finish my parole, save my money, secure my
emplymgnt and housing status and then I can enjoy the finer
thing in life. I also plan on giving back to my community. I've
beep cogcenplating whether I should coach, mentor, or be a
Egﬁézggzgngl speatgr: However, at this point I don't feel

Er = ;gemze: 111t¥ not to reyert bgck to my negative

behaxy : son I'm not confident is because of my faith
1n_11fe and death. I don't want to confuse any one by saying
thlS: I don't feel suicidal. I just don't understand the meaning
of life and death. For me, understanding the, two phenomenas

will help me put together a suitable plan to from one phenomena ¢

the next. I see so many individuals living life on some one
else's terms, whether it be there parents, friends, family,
coaches, society, fore fathers, powers that be and whoever else.
I tried religion practices but was discourage because of the

pistorical wars that were present during its development. My
ideology is

how does something so natural has to be fought about.

: Another
is I found myself and others

1 S _ continuously fallen short of the
glory gf god" or their expectations of themselves as memebers
of a faith. Aagain, how is something so natural so difficult
to adhere to? At this time I'm reading a book titled "BIrth
gf of the Constitution." I found the birth of the constitution
intriguing because I was really curious on how such a way of

life was constrgcted, why it was constructed and to conclusively
ask.myself w?s it a need for such guidelines for the way of
living. That's it for this session of Live with Myself"
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Who am ?

[ am my mother's first and only male child,

The by- product of a musical infusion of Glades Knight and Sweet Mickey, with a slash
of Boggy Down Production for extra flavor.

[ am a son, brother, and an uncle who wishes to one day be a father.

I am the protector and defender of my family, the glue that binds them all.

I am the most charismatic and personable eagle among the flock of my siblings.

I am a relapsing addict of laughter, and humor, who never takes life i;os%rious.

I am a dreamer who dares to dream bigger than life, but smart enough to know I have to
hit tht ground running.

I am an emotional storm of feelings always on the brink of spilling over who is never
afraid to bring the rain.

I am consumer of books, with a thirst for knowledge that has no limits.

The ultimate embodiment of a friend and companion, who will tell you what it is, not
what you want to hear.

I'am a God fearing man who isn't afraid to live life on life's terms.
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How would I Make a Strong addition to the "Prison-to-College Pipeline"?

Uoon reflecting and searching within my inner self, a Strong

contribution to the pipeline would begin with good study habits and a hunger to

continue excelling in my educational jourmey. Presently, my GPA is a 3.21 frem my

studies with "The New School-Eugene Lang College® and one of my agoals is to elevakes

my GPA much higher in future semesters. Additional, T have a total of (43)
transferable credits anf no degres as of yet, A total of 30 Credits are from '"™aw
York Theological Seminary” and the remainder (13) are freshly from Eugene Tang
College, Furthermore, for the past 15 Years I have been living up to a Malcolm ¥
guote from his autcbiography that has been of agresat inspiration for the

transformation in my life.

"o be a criminal is not a disgrace, to remain a criminal that is the disgrace".

At this moment, Y pride mysalf going against the grain in this prison
swparience and when relesssd. Meaning, that T no longer desire to particimate in
criminal activities, rather T am in pursuit of becoming the first amongst my siblings
to have a Degree. In addition to, T would like to be one of the picnesrs of the
John Jay Prison Colliege and the Pipeline Fraternity upon my release. Wimally, T
would like to pledge to volunteer my time when I hecoms a formally incarcerated
Man to the John Jay College in the criminal Justice department were my criminal
and prison experience can be shared with enrplled students (Futurs Officer's, D.A.°S,
frea ride, but I want to give back

Tawyer's,etc.). T am not just look out for a

to my community and to those as John Jay whe are investing in Raul Rurgos Stock.



